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What Is Open Office? 
A free open source alternative to the Microsoft 
Office suite with dedicated programs for: 
Å Word Processing 
Å Spreadsheets 
Å Presentations 
Å Data Base 
Å Drawing 
Å Formulas 
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What Is Open Source? 
Open source defines computer application 
programs where the άǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƻŘŜέ used to 
create the program has unrestricted access and 
anyone is free the both use the program and 
make modifications to improve the application or 
create additional features.   These types of 
programs are generally distributed under a GNU 
General Public License.  For more information 
visit http://www.gnu.org. 
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What Are The Terms Of The 
General Public License? 

1. The freedom to run the program, for any purpose. 
2. The freedom to study how the program works, and 
adapt it to your needs. Access to the source code is a 
precondition for this. 
3. The freedom to redistribute copies so you can help 
your neighbor. 
4. The freedom to improve the program, and release 
your improvements to the public, so that the whole 
community benefits. Access to the source code is a 
precondition for this. 
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Why Do People Do This? 
Fun. For some people, often the best programmers, writing software is the greatest fun, especially when there 

is no boss to tell you what to do. Nearly all free software developers share this motive.  

Political idealism. The desire to build a world of freedom, and help computer users escape from the power 

of software developers.  

To be admired. If you write a successful, useful free program, the users will admire you. That feels very 

good.  

Professional reputation. If you write a successful, useful free program, that will suffice to show you are a 

good programmer.  

Gratitude. If you have used the community's free programs for years, and it has been important to your work, 

you feel grateful and indebted to their developers. When you write a program that could be useful to many 
people, that is your chance to pay it forward.  

Hatred for Microsoft. It is a mistake to focus our criticism narrowly on Microsoft. Indeed, Microsoft is evil, 

since it makes non-free software. Even worse, it implements Digital Restrictions Management in that software. 
But many other companies do one or both of these. Nonetheless, it is a fact that many people utterly despise 
Microsoft, and some contribute to free software based on that feeling.  

Money. A considerable number of people are paid to develop free software or have built businesses around it.  

Wanting a better program to use. People often work on improvements in programs they use, in order 

to make them more convenient. (Some commentators recognize no motive other than this, but their picture of 
human nature is too narrow.)  
 
Human nature is complex, and it is quite common for a person to have multiple simultaneous motives for a 
single action. 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¢ƘŜ 5ƻǿƴǎƛŘŜ hŦ hǇŜƴ {ƻǳǊŎŜΚ 

Å¦ǎŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎ άŜƭŜƎŀƴǘέ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘŀǊȅ 
commercial software 

ÅMay be more difficult to obtain support 
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²ƘŀǘΩǎ ¢ƘŜ ¦ǇǎƛŘŜ hŦ hǇŜƴ hŦŦƛŎŜΚ 



8 

How Do I Obtain Open Office? 
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You can now delete the 
Open Office Setup and 

Installation Files from your 
desktop. 

You will want to 
keep the Open 

Office program icon 
on your desktop. 
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A Side By Side Comparison Of Toolbars 
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