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A Message From The President 

Itôs never good form to begin an article with an apology, but apol-
ogize we must. Apologies to all of you who came to see and 
hear about the ñdigital jukeboxò. A huge apology to Harvey 
Gershenson who worked so hard in putting together a great, in-
formative and entertaining program.  Harvey did, however, put 
on his program on February 19 in the Computer Room during his 
SIG. Those who were at his February 19 presentation were 
treated to his full presentation. Thank you, Harvey. 
 
What happened at the February meeting was just another exam-
ple of how technology can be frustrating.  Our internet connec-
tion into the ballroom just did not work.  The last time we used 
the connection there was a strong signal.  When the Association 
invited our Orange County  sheriff, the connection did not work.  
Iôm sure everyone is frustrated by this hit and miss availability of 
a connection. Certainly our Board is VERY frustrated.  We are 
looking at  available options that meet our needs, and the needs 
of the larger Palmia community.  Of course, we will report pro-
gress on this issue to all of you, our members.  If you have any 
suggestions toward a solution we welcome your attendance at 
our March Board meeting-March 3-at 7:00 PM. 
 
Our next general meeting will be on Wednesday March 10.  
Please come join us for fascinating presentation by talented 
computer expert Tom Borusky.  The topic: 
 

Should I Buy A Mac? DVDñPirate Or 

Pay? 
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Computer Club Special 

Interest Groups 

SIGs meet from 3:00 to 4:30 P.M. on the 

specified Fridays unless noted other-

wise: 

1st Friday-  Windows/Vista 

¶ Barry Robbins 

2nd Friday - Computer Potpourri. 

¶ Barry Robbins  

3rd Friday:  Using your digital camera 

¶ Harvey Gershenson 

4th Friday - Photo Editing & Scanning 

¶ Don Yenche  

Note:  Questions about email and use of 

the internet will be incorporated into 

the 1st and 2nd Friday  program con-

ducted by Barry Robbins. 

There is also a HELP  SIG!  This SIG is 

intended for beginners to answer your 

basic questions relating to computers 

(This is not a class). It meets on the first, 

third and fourth Mondays of each month 

at 10:00 A.M. The SIG leader is Joe 

Lebovitz. 

Meeting Schedule 

Palmia Computer Club meetings are scheduled 

for  7:00 PM on the  second Wednesday  of  

every month  except  July, August and Decem-

ber. Doors  open at 6:30 p.m. for Q&A and so-

cializing. Visitors are welcome.  For  visitors 

from outside the Palmia community, our ad-

dress is: 21455 Monterey, Mission Viejo, CA  

92692. The parking lot is on the left, just inside 

the Monterey gate. Telephone: 949-472-5075.  
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Contacting Board Members 
and Officers 

 

All Board members and officers are available 
for help or information via email addresses as 
follows:                         

Shelly Stern, President 
sk.stern@cox.net 
Nick Nicholson, Vice President 
npierce@palmia.com 

Jerry Moore,  Secretary 
jerryamoore@cox.net 
Bob Ruben, Treasurer 

bobaud@cox.net 
Jerry Moore, Webmaster 
jerryamoore@cox.net 
Barry Robbins, Past President 
drdisk@cox.net 

We Need You 
Get active with the computer club.  We are always seeking members who would like to 
contribute their time and expertise.   Please feel free to attend a meeting of our board and 
learn more about the opportunities to participate.  Board meetings are held in the Club-
house Conference room on the first Wednesday of every month.  
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Member Of The Association Of 

Personal Computer User Groups 

http://www.apcug.net 

 

President: Shelly Stern 

Vice-President:  Nick Nicholson 

Secretary: Jerry Moore 

Treasurer: Bob Ruben 

Webmaster: Jerry Moore 

  

User Friendly is an electronic  

publication for members of the 

Palmia Computer Club. It's pub-

lished and distributed  during the 

months of January, March, May, 

July, September,  and November. 

  

Managing Editor: Jerry Moore 

Editorial Staff:  Eva Schmidler 

 

User Friendly is your newsletter. 

It’s objective is to serve every 

member.  If you have  a sugges-

tion for  an article for publication, 

or if you would like information 

about a specific topic, please 

contact the  Palmia Computer 

Club President, or the User 

Friendly editor. This newsletter is 

a wonderful opportunity for all of 

us to learn. 

 

Guidelines 

Articles (1) must be submitted to 

the Managing Editor no later than 

the 10th day prior to the month 

of publication; (2) should be no 

longer than 1,200 to 1,500 words 

(approximately three columns), 

although longer articles may be 

published; (3) may be edited by 

staff for clarity, spelling, gram-

mar, and space available.  Arti-

cles should be relevant to the 

membership of the Palmia Com-

puter Club.  The choice of articles 

to be included in any  issue is 

solely the prerogative of the Edi-

torial Staff.  

Tips & Tricks 

Change The Windows XP Recycle 
Bin Size 
By default, the Recycle Bin uses ap-
proximately 10% of the available 
space on your hard drive. When you 
exceed this allocation, the Recycle 
Bin will automatically delete its older 
files to make room for the newly de-
leted ones. The files that have been 
in the Recycle Bin the longest are 
the first to go. If you want to in-
crease the size of the Recycle Bin to 
avoid this, or if you want to reduce 
its size to recapture unused disk 
space, right-click the Recycle Bin 
and select Properties. To separately 
configure each drive's Recycle Bin, 
make sure you select the radio but-
ton next to Configure Drives Inde-
pendently. Click the tab associated 
with the drive you'd like to make 
changes on. Finally, move the slider 
to the correct size (given as a per-
centage of overall drive space) and 
click Apply. 
 
Maximize A Window 
Keyboard shortcuts let us perform 
frequent tasks quickly. If you'd like 
to maximize an active window, try 
pressing ALT-Spacebar-X instead of 
clicking the Maximize button at the 
top of the window. It might save you 
some time. Press ALT-Spacebar-R 
to return the window to its original 
size. 
 
A Portable Hard Drive: Do You 
Need One? 
Mainly used as backup drives for 
laptop and desktop computers, the-
se add-on storage units can also be 
used to add capacity to DVRs 
(digital video recorders), network 
storage systems, and more. 

Portable units built on 2.5-inch hard 
drives are slim enough to slip into 
your notebook bag or pocket, yet 
they can hold 250GB to 1TB of your 
data. Thus, they give you an easy 
way to bring your music collection 
with you on vacation or to tote high-
resolution design materials to a 
business meeting. Most portable 
drives use the USB 2.0 interface, 
but keep an eye out for drives with 
the new USB 3.0 connection. When 
used with a USB 3.0-compatible 
port and cable, the new interface will 
help external drives run faster than 
ever. It's backward-compatible with 
USB 2.0 and 1.1 ports, too. These 
drives are perfect for mobile com-
puter users and business travelers. 
 
Why Use A Tripod? 
A tripod is useful for camcorders be-
cause it provides a steady base 
when you aren't able to hold the 
camcorder still for long periods of 
time in your hand. A tripod will also 
let you fluidly pan (move from side 
to side) or tilt (move up and down) 
to follow the action of your video 
subjects, such as your son battling a 
snowy hill with his snowboard. 
Photographers will find that they can 
use a tripod to their advantage when 
they're snapping photos in low-light 
conditions and are unable to use a 
camera flash, such as during a 
dance recital or play. When you take 
photos in a dark setting, your cam-
era uses a long shutter speed to 
gather the light needed for a good 
shot. If you opt to hold your camera 
instead of using a stable tripod, the 
slightest movement will cause your 
image results to be blurry. 

http://www.apcug.net
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How To Enhance Your MP3 Music Collection 
With Songs Found On YouTube 

Go to www.youtube.com and 
search by song title 

Sample and select the desired track and 
copy the URL by highlighting and press-
ing Ctrl-C to copy to clipboard  

Now go to www.dirpy.com, click on 
the text box, press Ctrl-V to paste the 
YouTube URL and then click on the 
Dirpy! Button  

On the next screen, edit any of the 
tag data you wish to change and then 
click on the Download button  
 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.dirpy.com/
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How To Enhance Your MP3 Music Collection 
With Songs Found On YouTube (continued) 

When the File Download window ap-
pears, click on Save 

Lastly, select the folder where you 
store your songs and click on Save  

 

Murphy's Laws of Computers 
¶ When computing, whatever happens, behave as though you meant it to hap-
pen. 

¶ When you get to the point where you really understand your computer, it's 
probably obsolete. 

¶ The first place to look for information is in the section of the manual where you 
least expect to find it. 

¶ When the going gets tough, upgrade. 
¶ For every action, there is an equal and opposite malfunction. 
¶ To err is human ï to blame your computer for your mistakes is even more hu-
man: it is downright natural, 

¶ He who laughs last probably made a backup. 
¶ If at first you do not succeed, blame your computer (or the ones who wrote the 
program). 

¶ A complex system that does not work is invariably found to have evolved from 
a simpler system that worked just fine (e.g., Windows versions). 

¶ The number one cause of computer problems is computer solutions 
(remember all the Windows updates for previous updates?). 

¶ A computer program will always (usually) do what you tell it to do, but rarely 
what you think you want to do. 
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Google, eager to take the 
Internet to the next level, 
isnôt waiting around for the 
telecoms or wireless pro-
viders to kick those con-
nections into ultra-high-
speed mode. In a recent 
blog post, the company 
said itôs planning to build 
and test ultra-high speed 
networks in a small num-
ber of regions across the 
U.S. 
The experimental fiber 
network will deliver 
speeds more than 100 
times faster than most 
consumer connections to-
day - a 1-gigabit-per-
second fiber-to-the-home 
connection. The company 
said it plans to provide 
competitively-priced ser-
vices to at least 50,000 
and potentially up to 
500,000 people. 
So why does Google think 
we need faster connec-
tions to the cloud? Hereôs 
its list of some examples 

of what a faster connec-
tion could bring: 
Next generation apps: We 
want to see what develop-
ers and users can do with 
ultra high-speeds, whether 
itôs creating new band-
width-intensive ñkiller 
appsò and services, or 
other uses we canôt yet 
imagine. 
New deployment tech-
niques: Weôll test new 
ways to build fiber net-
works, and to help inform 
and support deployments 
elsewhere, weôll share key 
lessons learned with the 
world. 
Openness and choice: 
Weôll operate an ñopen ac-
cessò network, giving us-
ers the choice of multiple 
service providers. And 
consistent with our past 
advocacy, weôll manage 
our network in an open, 
non-discriminatory and 
transparent way. 

Google has been very 
clear that this is an experi-
mental project. Like our 
WiFi network in Mountain 
View, the purpose of this 
project is to experiment 
and learn. Network provid-
ers are making real pro-
gress to expand and im-
prove high-speed Internet 
access, but thereôs still 
more to be done. We donôt 
think we have all the an-
swers ï but through our 
trial, we hope to make a 
meaningful contribution to 
the shared goal of deliver-
ing faster and better Inter-
net for everyone. 
The first step is to reach 
out to cities that might be 
interested in being test lo-
cations for Googleôs ISP 
efforts. The company is 
issuing an open Request 
for Information to identify 
communities that are in-
terested.  

Google's experiment: leapfrogging ISPs 
to deliver ultra-high-speed Web 
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Security - Manage IE8 Privacy 

Today, almost every application 
on your computer can access 
the Internet, but few tools have 
become as valuable as your 
browser. We rely on it to access 
our email, manage our tweets, 
stay current with Facebook 
friends, search for directions, 
shop, bank, and perform many 
other online tasks. But every 
time we launch an Internet 
browser, weôre potentially open-
ing our PC to intrusion and mal-
ware. Security software helps 
curtail such dangers, but Inter-
net Explorer 8 also provides nu-
merous features that help it pro-
tect your PC and your infor-
mation while you explore the 
Web. This article shows you 
how to optimize IE8ôs privacy, 
manage its blacklists and white-
lists, handle cookies, and con-
trol annoying pop-ups. 
 
Cookies & Your Privacy 

Override the privacy slider and 
make fixed choices about the 
way IE8 handles cookies. 
 
Cookies are small text files that 
Web site servers pass to your 
browser and store on your PC. 
The cookie file generally con-
tains bits of information, such 
as your preferences applied 
when visiting a certain Web 
site, the current contents of 
your shopping cart, and other 
information that a Web site can 
use to personalize your brows-
ing experience. Most cookies 
are harmless and contain little 
(if any) personally identifiable 

information. 
 
In some situations, however, 
cookies may compromise your 
privacy and expose your PC to 
attack. For example, it might be 
normal for a server providing a 
particular Web page to retrieve 
its cookie from your PC. But the 
advertising pop-ups on that site 
may also load cookies and then 
track those third-party cookies 
when you visit other Web sites 
with the same advertising. In 
effect, the advertiser can then 
compile a profile of your brows-
ing habits across the Web sites 
where it is advertising, and 
many users consider this type 
of tracking to be a privacy 
threat. 
 
Cookies are also subject to a 
range of vulnerabilities, includ-
ing cookie hijacking, cookie 
theft, and cookie poisoning, 
which all allow attackers to see 
or change your cookiesô infor-
mation. In these cases, cookies 
that do hold any personally 
identifiable information about 
you are a security threat in the 
hands of an attacker. 
 

Control Cookies 
Use the privacy slider to deter-
mine the overall way that Inter-
net Explorer 8 handles first- and 
third-party Web site cookies. 
 
One of the best ways to protect 
your privacy is to restrict cookie 
activity on your system. With 
IE8 running, click Tools, select 

Internet Options, and then se-
lect the Privacy tab. Move the 
privacy slider to a Medium or 
higher setting. At the Medium 
setting, IE8 blocks most third-
party cookies and limits the use 
of first-party cookies. Higher pri-
vacy settings impose even 
stronger restrictions.  The trick 
here is to find a balance that will 
enhance your privacy without 
impairing the performance of 
Web sites that you rely on, so 
you might need to experiment 
with a variety of slider settings. 
Itôs also a good idea to select 
the Turn On Pop-up Blocker 
checkbox to enable the native 
pop-up blocking feature in IE8. 
Once you select an acceptable 
level of protection, click Apply 
and OK to save your changes.  
 
Override Cookie Control  

Normally, IE8 deals with first-
party and third-party cookies 
automatically, so setting the pri-
vacy slider will direct IE8 ac-
cordingly. However, you can 
also override the automatic 
cookie handling and make di-
rect decisions about the way 
IE8 responds to cookies. Ac-
cess the Privacy tab again and 
click the Advanced button. Click 
the Override Automatic Cookie 
Handling checkbox and decide 
how IE8 should deal with cook-
ies. For example, you might tell 
IE8 to prompt you before ac-
cepting first-party cookies, while 
forcing IE8 to block third-party 
cookies.  
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Security - Manage IE8 Privacy (continued) 

A session cookie is a temporary 
cookie that only exists while 
you are visiting a particular 
Web site. When you leave the 
Web site or close IE8, the ses-
sion cookie is deleted. Many 
users consider the temporary 
nature of session cookies a bit 
safer than persistent cookies 
(which remain after the site or 
IE8 is closed). If you donôt want 
to block or prompt for session 
cookies, select the Always Al-
low Session Cookies checkbox. 
Click OK to save any changes. 
You can always return to this 
dialog box and restore automat-
ic cookie handling.  
 

Maintain Site Lists  
The challenge with a privacy 
slider is that new privacy rules 
are applied to every Web site, 
and sometimes you just canôt 

find an acceptable balance be-
tween privacy and Web site ac-
cessibility. For example, in-
creasing privacy may block 
cookies that prevent you from 
shopping at your favorite sites. 
Rather than changing the priva-
cy slider for each Web site you 
visit, IE8 provides whitelists and 
blacklists that allow or block 
cookies from specific sites re-
gardless of the privacy settings 
you select. You can choose to 
allow cookies from particular 
sites even though more restric-
tive privacy settings are set with 
the slider.  
 
Open the Privacy tab as you did 
above and click the Sites but-
ton. Enter the siteôs URL in the 
Address Of Website field and 
then click the Block button to 
stop all cookies from that site or 

click the Allow button to accept 
any cookies from that site. Click 
OK to save any changes. Now, 
you can increase your privacy 
settings but still allow cookies 
from known and trusted sites. 
Conversely, you can block 
cookies from any questionable 
URL or domain regardless of 
what your privacy settings may 
be.  
 
 Manage Privacy Over Time  
As with other security issues, 
browser privacy choices are not 
a one-time deal. Itôs important 
for PC users to be proactive 
and review their privacy set-
tings periodically. Also, make it 
a point to check and install IE8 
updates any time you check for 
Windows Updates 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Fellow Club Members.  Donôt forget that this is YOUR club and YOUR 
newsletter.  The purpose of this club is to educate and entertain and 
your feedback is very important to us.  As you surf the web, if you run 
across an article that you feel would be of interest to other club mem-
bers, please let us know.  The same is true for any topics you would like 
to see covered in our monthly meetings.  Simply send an email to 
palmia@cox.net or jerryamoore@cox.net.  Your input will be very much 
appreciated. 
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Annoying Messages When Using The ESET 
NOD32 Anti-Virus Program 

 

One of our club members wrote and asked ñI use the ESET NOD32 Virus Protection program and 
like the way itôs fast and efficient and doesnôt slow down my computer.  However, every email I 
send out has this message at the bottom: 

 
How do I make this message go away?ò 
 
When you first install the program and choose all of the default settings, the above message will 
appear on EVERY email you send out.  To change the default setting in three easy steps, hereôs 
what you do. 
 
1.Locate the NOD32 icon in your System Tray (that little group of icons in the lower right hand cor-
ner of your screen), right click the icon and choose Advanced Setup.  You should now see this win-
dow: 

 
2. Just below the line that says ñAppend tag messages to sent mailò, click on the down arrow and 
choose ñTo infected email onlyò 
3. Now click on OK. 

__________ Information from ESET NOD32 Antivirus, version of virus signature database 4878 (20100218) 
__________ 
 
The message was checked by ESET NOD32 Antivirus. 
 
http://www.eset.com 

http://www.eset.com
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