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FFFFFrrrrrooooom the Bm the Bm the Bm the Bm the Boooooararararardrdrdrdrdroooooooooommmmm
by Barry Robbins

I look forward to seeing all of
you at our June dinner meeting.
Tickets are $13 per person,
which includes a complete Ital-
ian dinner of both pasta and
chicken. Jerry Moore will make
a short software presentation,
and then the festivities will be-
gin. Contact our Treasurer,
Ralph Lazar, about reserving a
spot for you, or just leave your
check in the Computer Club
folder at the clubhouse. This will
be our last meeting until Septem-
ber, except for the Mac Group.
Jack Alberts will be in touch
about those.

Doug Harley, Jerry Moore,
Don Yenche, Herb Sax, Gary
Gruenewald and I conducted
workshops of several software
programs. Although the meeting
was not well attended, I think
everyone who participated ben-
efited from the program. Thanks
to the workshop leaders for do-
ing a GREAT job. I would like to
see us do this type of program
two or three times a year. They
give us an opportunity to learn
first hand how to efficiently use
our computers, therefore making
the computers work for us in-
stead of us working for the com-
puters.

Your Board would like to
know what type of programs
you would like to see presented
at our Computer Club meetings.
We have over 215 members, yet
only 30 to 40 people turn out. I
have heard comments that ven-
dor presentations are over the
heads of some of our members.
The most recent three programs
were geared to members at all
levels of computer competency.
The May workshops were defi-
nitely down to basics. Please

drop me or any member of the
board a note to let us know what
you would like to see presented
at our meetings. You can put
your note in the Computer Club
folder at the front desk in the
clubhouse, or send me an email
at <drdisk4@home.com><drdisk4@home.com><drdisk4@home.com><drdisk4@home.com><drdisk4@home.com>. Your mes-
sage will not be ignored.

Just recently I got a laptop
computer for my new job. Since
getting the Cox@home Internet
service, I found it difficult to now
get my company email by dial-
up modem. I installed a router so
that I could network my laptop
and desktop computers together
which would allow me to avail
myself of the Cox@home Internet
service. What I discovered was
that included with the router was
a firewall that prevents unautho-
rized intrusion into my comput-
ers. With cable or DSL Internet
service, the computer, when
turned on, is always connected
to the Internet. If you do not have
a firewall installed on you com-
puter, you can download one
FREE from Zone Labs at <http://<http://<http://<http://<http://
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.z.z.z.z.zonealaronealaronealaronealaronealarm.cm.cm.cm.cm.com>om>om>om>om>. This program
will protect your computer for
about 90% or better of unautho-
rized intrusions. To check to see
if your computer is vulnerable,
there is another FREE service
from Gibson Research that will
check your computer to deter-
mine it’s vulnerability to un-
wanted Internet access. The link
for this service is: <https://grc.com/<https://grc.com/<https://grc.com/<https://grc.com/<https://grc.com/

x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2>x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2>x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2>x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2>x/ne.dll?bh0bkyd2>, or you can just
go to <www.grc.com>, and follow
the links. Run both the “Test My
Shields” and “Probe My Ports”
routine. You may be amazed to
see how vulnerable your com-
puter is for unwanted Internet
entry.
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From The Board continued from page 2From The Board continued from page 2From The Board continued from page 2From The Board continued from page 2From The Board continued from page 2

The last thing I would like to talk about is sav-
ing money. When I purchased my router to estab-
lish my little network at home, I purchased it from
CompUSA. I took my purchase to the business desk
and told them that I was a member of the Palmia
Computer Club. This entitled me to about a 20%
discount on the router and cables that I purchased.
The savings that I enjoyed is a benefit of my mem-
bership in our Palmia Computer Club. You too can

save money at CompUSA by telling them that you
are a member of our club. By the way, not only did
I save money, but they also provide free 90 days of
technical support on any equipment of peripher-
als that you purchase from them. This is not meant
to be an endorsement of CompUSA, but just my
personal experience shopping there.

See you all at the dinner on June 28th.

SIMON SEZSIMON SEZSIMON SEZSIMON SEZSIMON SEZ
OPEN SESAMEOPEN SESAMEOPEN SESAMEOPEN SESAMEOPEN SESAME

By Art Simon

I look for a new generation of smart appliances.
Aren’t you frustrated by the thought of program-
ming your VCR? Even with VCR PLUS code num-

bers it can get quite
daunting!

How about your
CD player! Picking the
right song on the right

record can be a rocket scientist’s task.
What is going to change – Embedded
Voice Recognition to do a limited [but
appropriate] set of tasks. In the VCR

arena I would expect a session might be as simple
as – “VCR command – record channel 21 at 10 pm
on Wednesday today – confirm command.”  On a
CD player – “CD command – play Brahms – lullaby
then shut off –confirm command.”

 I am ready - you will be too.

ANT TRANT TRANT TRANT TRANT TRAILS AILS AILS AILS AILS AND AND AND AND AND YYYYYOUR COMPUTEROUR COMPUTEROUR COMPUTEROUR COMPUTEROUR COMPUTER
Did you ever see the PBS film on how ants [and

other animals] leave trails for marking where they
have been?

Well it turns out that computer programs leave
multiple trails and pieces even after you no longer

have the main program. For example
your “Cookies” [which are text files
that help internet companies keep
tabs on your preferences when visit-

 

 

 

ing them] should be deleted if you don’t recognize
the site. Another trail of junk is left in the Internet
Temporary File Folders. They can be quickly re-
moved by using DISK CLEANUP {start –programs
–accessories –system tools]. You wouldn’t believe
how much wasted space is freed up!

HERE COMES DR. McCoyHERE COMES DR. McCoyHERE COMES DR. McCoyHERE COMES DR. McCoyHERE COMES DR. McCoy
Did you ever watch Star Trek? The good doc-

tor waves a TV remote size object
over a wounded person to analyze
his problem. After reading his di-
agnosis– he then treats the wound
with a curative wand!
Fiction or reality? How about
reality sooner than you think! The

military
is developing a “lab on
a chip set” that would
be able to analyze odors
and other toxins. They
are also testing the
curative power of light
emitting diodes to
speed up healing of cuts
in space and
submarines. Who

knows what next lies inside our beloved science
fiction stories.
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One of the best search engines around is
Google. <www<www<www<www<www.g.g.g.g.goooooogogogogogle.cle.cle.cle.cle.com>om>om>om>om>.....     If you go to this website,
and enter your search criteria, chances are very
good that you will quickly see a list of hits. Well,
access to Google has been made a lot easier with
the Google Toolbar. <www<www<www<www<www.t.t.t.t.toooooooooolblblblblbararararar.g.g.g.g.goooooogogogogogle.cle.cle.cle.cle.com>om>om>om>om> Sorry,
this doesn’t work with Netscape or AOL, at least
at this time.

The new Google
Toolbar increases
your ability to find
information from
anywhere on the
web and takes only
seconds to install.
When the Google
Toolbar is installed,
it automatically ap-
pears along with the
Internet Explorer
toolbar. This means
you can quickly and
easily use Google to

search from any website location, without return-
ing to the Google home page to begin another
search.

The GoThe GoThe GoThe GoThe Goooooogggggle Tle Tle Tle Tle Toooooolbarolbarolbarolbarolbar
by Herbert Saxby Herbert Saxby Herbert Saxby Herbert Saxby Herbert Sax

The Google Toolbar is available free of charge,
and includes these great features:
• Google Search: Access Google’s search tech-

nology from any web page.
• Search Site: Search only the pages of the site

you’re visiting.
• Page Rank: See Google’s ranking of the cur-

rent page.
• Page Info: Access more information about a

page including similar pages, pages that link
back to that page, as well as a cached snap-
shot.

• Highlight: Highlight your search terms as they
appear on the page; each word in its own color.

• Word Find: Find your search terms wherever
they appear on the page.
Use the Toolbar Options to customize the lay-

out of your toolbar to include features such as “I’m
Feeling Lucky”, Google Web Directory, and a but-
ton that takes you directly to the Google website.
If you are still not convinced, take a look at the
help page for a complete rundown of what the
Google Toolbar can do for you.

System Requirements
• MS Windows (95, 98, ME, NT, or 2000)
• MS Internet Explorer version 5.0 or greater

The problem with email these days is it’s be-
coming increasingly difficult to tell the difference
between legitimate “offers” and a scam rip-off .
The old Madison Avenue adage “If it doesn’t sell,
they don’t keep advertising” is always true — so
it’s obvious that unsolicited email (aka: UCE,
Spam) must be working or they’d no longer be
doing it. So, all you folks out there who actually
respond to to spam, please don’t. Here are ten key
rules to think about before you click the reply but-
ton:

1 — If there are more than two slashes in the
domain ... trash it

Look at the domain. If you can count  more

YYYYYououououou’’’’’rrrrre abe abe abe abe abououououout tt tt tt tt to go go go go geeeeet rt rt rt rt ripipipipippppppeeeeed od od od od offffffffff
By Fred Showker

than ONE slash after the dot-com, beware. All of
the following said they would send me 25,000,000
email addresses on CD for just $299.00. Here’s a
flash: you can’t get that many email addresses on
a CD ... SCAM. All four, and many others like them
lead to dead ends, only wanting your money:
<http://homex.coolconnect.com/member3/justhits><http://homex.coolconnect.com/member3/justhits><http://homex.coolconnect.com/member3/justhits><http://homex.coolconnect.com/member3/justhits><http://homex.coolconnect.com/member3/justhits>,
<htt<htt<htt<htt<http://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://www.me.me.me.me.megggggspspspspspacacacacace.ce.ce.ce.ce.comintomintomintomintominteeeeerrrrrne/tjusthits/>,ne/tjusthits/>,ne/tjusthits/>,ne/tjusthits/>,ne/tjusthits/>,
<htt<htt<htt<htt<http://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://www.stas.ne.stas.ne.stas.ne.stas.ne.stas.net/3/justhits/>,t/3/justhits/>,t/3/justhits/>,t/3/justhits/>,t/3/justhits/>,
<htt<htt<htt<htt<http://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://wwwp://www.fr.fr.fr.fr.freeeeeeeeeehost.nhost.nhost.nhost.nhost.nu/meu/meu/meu/meu/membmbmbmbmbeeeeerrrrrs/justhits/>.s/justhits/>.s/justhits/>.s/justhits/>.s/justhits/>.
(There are also freebie hosting sites, see #9 below.)

2 — If the domain is numeric ... it’s out to
lunch

Any self-respecting and on-the-level business,

Continued on page 10Continued on page 10Continued on page 10Continued on page 10Continued on page 10
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AAAAAnswnswnswnswnsweeeeerrrrrs ts ts ts ts to o o o o YYYYYour Questour Questour Questour Questour Questioioioioionsnsnsnsns
     One of our members recently asked the following
 Microsoft Word questions: (anwers by Jerry moore).

     Question 1. Sometimes mail comes in with no
scroll bar on the right side. I am unable to read the
entire message. What causes it & what can I do
about it?

Question 2. Sometimes the message extends
way to the right. When I print a copy,
I get only ½ of the message. (I received my first
airline e-ticket & it did not print all of it!)

Answer to question 1:
Most e-mail programs allow you to define the

maximum number of characters that will be dis-
played on one line before it wraps to the next line.
For example, in Microsoft Outlook you select
Tools+Options+Internet E-Mail and there is a box
where you can specify the number.  Values com-
monly used are 40, 60 and 76.  The person who
sent you this message probably didn’t select this
option.  When you can’t see the entire message on
your screen you can press Contro+A to select the
entire message and Control+C to copy the mes-
sage to your Windows clipboard.  Then start a
Word Processing program like Microsoft Word or
WordPad and press Control+V to paste the text
from the clipboard into the new document.

Answer to question2:
Press Control+A to select the entire message

and Control+C to copy the message to your Win-
dows clipboard.  Then start a Word Processing
program like Microsoft Word or WordPad and
press Control+V to paste the text from the clip-
board into the new document. Then select
File+Print Preview to see if you can view the whole
document.  If not, try changing the orientation in
Page Setup from Portrait to Landscape and/or ad-
justing the font size.

That’s all for the moment.

If you have a computer or internet-related question or
need for information, write it down and drop it in the User
Friendly file at the club office. There are a number of talented
computer members in our club who can and will provide the
answer to your question. If you would like, call Ali Tabikh at
699-1962. Your questions will be answered in the next issue
of the newsletter.

FFFFFun in the Sun in the Sun in the Sun in the Sun in the Sununununun
AAAAAnnnnnnnnnnual S.Wual S.Wual S.Wual S.Wual S.W..... R R R R Reeeeegggggioioioioional Unal Unal Unal Unal Useseseseser Gr Gr Gr Gr Grrrrroup Coup Coup Coup Coup Cooooonfnfnfnfnfeeeeerrrrreeeeencncncncnceeeee

The following was extracted from a recent news release. At our April

meeting, our President, Barry Robbins, invited members of the Palmia

Computer Club to attend this event. Here’s some of what you will

experience.

This year’s conference will take place from
Friday evening, July 9 through Sunday, July 11 at
the Mission Valley Hilton in San Diego. Planned
activities include workshops on Saturday and
Sunday, vendor-sponsored presentations and
meals, a Saturday evening Vendor Faire, numerous
prize drawings, as well as up close and personal
time with participating vendors. There will be
newsletter and web page contests for all user
groups with officers in attendance and all attendees
will receive a t-shirt and a Welcome Bag, the latter
stuffed with all sorts of promotional material, most
with special pricing.

The conference registration fee is $40 per
person, if paid by June 23. If registered and paid
between June 24 and July 5, the fee is $50; July 6
through the conference date is $60. Your
conference registration fee includes admittance to
all workshops & the Vendor Fair; meals and vendor
presentations; a welcome bag and a t-shirt. The
Hilton is offering conference attendees a special
group rate of $109.00, single or double occupancy.
To make your reservations, simply call their toll-
free reservation number (800.733.2332) by June 25
and identify yourself as attending the Southwest
Regional Conference.

The workshops cover a variety of topics, some
of them devoted to running a computer club, others
to subjects that will help you be more productive
on your computer. For example, Gene Barlow from
PowerQuest will lecture on “Suggestions for
Organizing Your Hard Drive”; Don Baker will talk
about how to scan images for the best print output
and on what type of paper to use. Both speakers
have made presentations to our Club. Ken
Fermoyle, who has contributed articles to our
Newsletter, will have a seminar on improving your
publishing skills, and will include newsletter basics,
use of type, design tips, publishing terminology and
more.

Those of us who have attended in the past have
enjoyed this event-packed activity very much. We
hope you will join us and partake in the good food,
camaraderie, and vendor presentations. Visit their
web site at <www<www<www<www<www.swugc.swugc.swugc.swugc.swugconf.oronf.oronf.oronf.oronf.org>g>g>g>g>.
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The MThe MThe MThe MThe Maaaaac Cc Cc Cc Cc Colololololumnumnumnumnumn
by Jack Alberts

You graphics people might be interested to
know that the “Swiss army knife” of graphics, as
it has often be called, is going to be just fine with
OS X; The other  name for the swiss army knife:
Graphic Converter. It is a very popular utility that
converts most graphics to the JPEG format, one of
the universal  carriers for computer graphics.
Download:<www<www<www<www<www.le.le.le.le.lemkmkmkmkmkesesesesesoooooft.de/gcft.de/gcft.de/gcft.de/gcft.de/gcdododododowwwwwnlonlonlonlonload_us.htad_us.htad_us.htad_us.htad_us.html>ml>ml>ml>ml>.

A tip from Tip World <htt<htt<htt<htt<http:wwwp:wwwp:wwwp:wwwp:www.t. t. t. t. tooooopica.cpica.cpica.cpica.cpica.com/om/om/om/om/

tipworld>tipworld>tipworld>tipworld>tipworld>  for those of you who have OS 9.l (and
some OS 9 iBooks, iMacs, and newerPowerBooks).
You can customize your keyboard’s F-keys to
launch applications or documents. The F -keys or
function keys are those at the top of your keyboard
and are labeled F1 through F12. To use them, start

by opening the Control Panel (Apple Menu, Con-
trol Panels) and clicking the Keyboard botton. This
will  open a Hot Keys window or before that, for
some computers, a Keyboard dialog box. Just hit
the Function Keys selection that displays each F-
key and the task assigned to. Then, you simply se-
lect or drag the selection to the chosen key. To re-
move an assignment, select it in the window and
click the Clear button. You can also replace an
ssignment by simply dragging a new item to its
slot. This is very helpful – it cuts the time taken to
do multiple moves to get to the window where you
would like it be. And, you have 12  F positions to
fill. This makes for a bunch of moves, quickly.

Spam continued from page 10Spam continued from page 10Spam continued from page 10Spam continued from page 10Spam continued from page 10

nothing to lose, then they’ve got nothing for you!
Several of those below admit openly that their cli-
entele is 88% spammers. All of the following free-
bie sites are responsible for the majority of spam:

<angelfire.com><angelfire.com><angelfire.com><angelfire.com><angelfire.com> <ano<ano<ano<ano<anothethethethetherrrrr.c.c.c.c.combombombombombangangangangangkkkkkoooook.ck.ck.ck.ck.com>om>om>om>om>
<building.com><building.com><building.com><building.com><building.com> <china.com><china.com><china.com><china.com><china.com>

<consultant.com><consultant.com><consultant.com><consultant.com><consultant.com> <email-prom.net><email-prom.net><email-prom.net><email-prom.net><email-prom.net>
<email.com><email.com><email.com><email.com><email.com> <excite.com><excite.com><excite.com><excite.com><excite.com>
<golfmail.com><golfmail.com><golfmail.com><golfmail.com><golfmail.com> <hotmail.com><hotmail.com><hotmail.com><hotmail.com><hotmail.com>

<iway2000.com><iway2000.com><iway2000.com><iway2000.com><iway2000.com> <loudpages.com><loudpages.com><loudpages.com><loudpages.com><loudpages.com>
<lycos.co.uk><lycos.co.uk><lycos.co.uk><lycos.co.uk><lycos.co.uk> <lycos.com><lycos.com><lycos.com><lycos.com><lycos.com>
<mail.com><mail.com><mail.com><mail.com><mail.com> <megspace.com><megspace.com><megspace.com><megspace.com><megspace.com>

<metahoo.com><metahoo.com><metahoo.com><metahoo.com><metahoo.com> <mundomail.net><mundomail.net><mundomail.net><mundomail.net><mundomail.net>
<ne<ne<ne<ne<netttttcccccooooolonlonlonlonlonyyyyy.c.c.c.c.com>om>om>om>om> <netdest.com><netdest.com><netdest.com><netdest.com><netdest.com>
<netnet.com.sg><netnet.com.sg><netnet.com.sg><netnet.com.sg><netnet.com.sg> <newmail.net><newmail.net><newmail.net><newmail.net><newmail.net>

<oceanfree.net><oceanfree.net><oceanfree.net><oceanfree.net><oceanfree.net> <p<p<p<p<postostostostostmastmastmastmastmasteeeeerrrrr.c.c.c.c.com>om>om>om>om>
<prontomail.com><prontomail.com><prontomail.com><prontomail.com><prontomail.com> <telsurf.net><telsurf.net><telsurf.net><telsurf.net><telsurf.net>
<turbomail.net><turbomail.net><turbomail.net><turbomail.net><turbomail.net> <usa.com><usa.com><usa.com><usa.com><usa.com>

<verizon.net><verizon.net><verizon.net><verizon.net><verizon.net> <verizonmail.com><verizonmail.com><verizonmail.com><verizonmail.com><verizonmail.com>
<virtualactive.com><virtualactive.com><virtualactive.com><virtualactive.com><virtualactive.com> <b<b<b<b<bigigigigigfofofofofoooooot.ct.ct.ct.ct.com>om>om>om>om>
<webmail.co.za><webmail.co.za><webmail.co.za><webmail.co.za><webmail.co.za> <wickedspeed.net><wickedspeed.net><wickedspeed.net><wickedspeed.net><wickedspeed.net>

<yahoo.com><yahoo.com><yahoo.com><yahoo.com><yahoo.com> <India. com><India. com><India. com><India. com><India. com>
<freehosting.com><freehosting.com><freehosting.com><freehosting.com><freehosting.com>
10 — If it’s too good to be true... it is!
The other day a UCE told me I could look like

Cindy Crawford in two weeks. (Picture that!) An-

other said I no longer had to worry about the IRS...
yet another said it could get me out of financial
trouble ... dozens of them each day want to sell me
millions of email addresses. All of these are blatant
lies, and most certainly a rip off. Most spam today
wants only to get your email address validated. So
never, ever reply. Never. They want to sell the
names to other spammers, or poor suckers who
actually think they can get rich sending unsolic-
itedemail.
     These ten warning signs are the main things to
watch out for. There are others which I’ll explore
in a future issue. Just keep them in mind, and laugh
at them as you drag them to the trash ... where the
email, and their senders belong.

* Note: for you disbelievers out there, I challenge
you to attempt to track down all the spam you get
in a month. You’ll discover very quickly how many
scammers there are out to get you.
Fred Showker is a designer, consultant, writer and speaker. He has

 published 60-Second Window and DT&G Magazine online since

1990.  He has been an avid computer activist and supporter since

1984.
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MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes
by Chris Wiley

(filling in for Marlene Bergman)

Our President, Barry Robbins,
brought the May 24 meeting to order.
He announced that T-Shirts were on
sale for $10 and that the club makes
one dollar on each sale.

Ralph Lazar read the financial re-
port.

Barry stated that classes in Basic
Computing, Word, Advanced Word,
and Excel will be offered again in the
fall. If we have enough enrollees, the classes will
begin on September 8. Interested parties are asked
to give their names and the classes in which they
are interested to Chris Wiley or to leave the infor-
mation in the computer folder at the office.

Barry announced that the June 28 meeting was
going to be a dinner, catered by the New York City
Café. The menu will consist of Marcela chicken,
Baked Ziti Marinara, Garden or Caesar Salad, Rolls
and Butter (BYOB). The price will be $13 per per-
son. Checks should be made payable to the Palmia

Computer Club and left in the folder
at the front desk before June 14.

The program tonight was our
third annual computer workshop.
Members of the Palmia Computer
Club had six workstations set up
around the meeting room, demon-
strating Windows, Microsoft Word,
Microsoft Excel, Quicken, and
Adobe PhotoShop. (We couldn’t get

through on the Internet so that workstation was
canceled.) Members had the opportunity to browse
from station to station, seeing how these programs
worked, and to ask questions.

Chris Wiley conducted our 50/50 drawing in
which Herb Sax won $19.00.

After a reminder that the Computer Club
would be dark during July and August, but the
Mac Group would continue to meet, the meeting
was adjourned.

CalendarCalendarCalendarCalendarCalendar
By Charlie Cambron

Saturday and Sunday, June 2 & 3, also July 7 & 8, 2001 - Computer Fair.  At the Sequoia Confer-
ence Center in Buena Park.  Take the Beach Blvd. exit off the 91 Freeway.  Go one block north to 7530
Orangethorpe.  <www<www<www<www<www.lac.lac.lac.lac.lacompompompompomputututututeeeeerrrrrfairfairfairfairfair.c.c.c.c.com>om>om>om>om>.

     When any club member learns of an event that may be of interest to the other members, please let
me know about it and we can spread the word.  Tell Charlie at 949-588-6156.
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